Thames Community Foundation + DePaul Trust  ~ a case study

It began in prison, at Feltham Young Offenders Institution, in 2005. Under dishwater skies and braving an icy wind, Thames Community Foundation, charged with administering the British Airways Community Fund’s local grants programme, came to inspect firsthand DePaul Trust’s Outside Link and Resettlement programme.
This radical project helps reduce re-offending and homelessness in west London communities (and indeed in boroughs throughout the capital) by working inside and out Feltham to identify and help those young offenders in housing crisis – and upon release provide them with somewhere to live and the support they need to stay on the straight and narrow. 

TCF played matchmaker that day, swiftly awarding a grant of £4,500 to DePaul Trust. And like all star-blessed pairings, things swiftly skyrocketed from there.

Over the past three years, TCF has overseen more than £43,000 of investment in DePaul Trust’s frontline work, including from community giving programmes at major UK and international companies such as BSkyB and Adobe.

It is the coupling of BA and DePaul that takes centre stage, with more than £25,000 in financial support and, as though that weren’t enough, volunteering by BA management and a cache of airline tickets that, in 2008, are expected to help raise in excess of £10,000 for the charity through raffles, as well as save the charity thousands of more pounds – money that can be channelled right back to where it counts the most, into its frontline work.
And in 2008 the brightest, shiniest and most glittering jewel in the crown is the BA golf day and gala ball at Wentworth Club, on 5 September. This event, aiming to raise £50,000 in aid of homeless young people, will be hosted by BA Chief Executive Willie Walsh and attended by DePaul Trust President Sir Trevor McDonald and senior executives from leading companies from throughout the UK.
“Thames Community Foundation was the catalyst for all of this. The catalyst and, I want to say, Cupid,” 
“We’re greatly indebted to Thames Community Foundation – indebted and proud, too”. 
“They have consistently helped ensure the continuation and indeed growth of our work. They scrutinise the services we provide. They visit and speak with us regularly to ensure all is going to plan. And because of all of this, they are seeing their investments having positive impact on their communities”. 
“It’s no exaggeration at all to say that everyone at DePaul Trust is flat out amazed at how everything has flowered and grown, thanks to TCF.”
Chris Walker, Head of Trust & Corporate Partnerships at DePaul.
