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Over half a million up for grabs for
Hillingdon good causes
Cash-strapped local groups in Hillingdon will be able to apply for grants between £250 - £5000, thanks to a government scheme. Grassroots Grants launches in the borough this week.

The scheme is part of a £130 million national drive by the government to support thousands of groups and projects, working to improve their local communities. It’s run in Hillingdon by North West London Community Foundation and Thames Community Foundation.
Local groups including charities, voluntary groups and neighbourhood initiatives, with an annual turnover of less than £20,000 a year can apply.
So whether you want help to put on a community event or social activity, run education classes, help with the costs of sports, IT equipment or venue hire, apply today.

The Grassroots Grants programme is unable to fund religious, statutory or political activities (but religious groups running community activities such as parent and toddler, or youth activities, can apply).

Grassroots Grants

£291,684.08 in small grants is available in Hillingdon over the next three years.  For an application form and more information call 020 8424 1167, visit www.nwlcommunityfoundation.org.uk or email kath.s@nwlondoncf.org.uk  
Priority will be given to;

· Improving health and well-being

· Strong and active communities

· Protecting and enhancing the environment

· Making Hillingdon safer

· A thriving economy

· Improving aspiration through education and learning
Patrick Vernon, Chief Executive of North West London Community Foundation commented “This is great news for local groups in Hillingdon, who are often working on a shoestring. We are committed to make it as easy as possible for groups to apply and making decisions quickly so groups can put the money to good use straight away. Deadline for the first round of grants to be considered is 5th December, so get your applications in soon.”
Endowment Fund
Grants will also be available in the longer term for smaller groups under a local endowment fund set up by Thames Community Foundation. 
Under the scheme individuals, organisations such as religious groups or housing associations and companies based in the borough, can donate funds. The Government has promised to match this by giving £1 for every £2 pledged up to a maximum of £246,222.87.
Red tape and legal requirements have been kept to a minimum to make it as easy as possible for you to support your small local community organisations who are making a real difference to people’s lives.

For more information visit www.thamescommunityfoundation.org.uk, call 020 8943 6029 or email tcf@btconnect.com
Nigel Hay, Chief Executive of Thames Community Foundation, said: 

“The local endowment initiative is great news for Hillingdon.  I urge individuals and businesses who want to put something back into their local community to consider using this scheme.  There has never been a better and more cost effective way to give and to see the impact of that giving more than double because of government help.
ENDS

1. North West London Community Foundation is a charitable trust that supports local community causes. Our role is to manage donor funds and build endowment as well as make grants to charities, voluntary and community groups, linking local donors with local needs. We have awarded grants in the London Boroughs of Barnet, Brent, Ealing, Enfield, Haringey, Harrow and Hillingdon. www.nwlondoncf.org.uk 
2. Thames Community Foundation, a registered charity, works with donors who can be companies, individuals or organisations, to promote local giving to support local community and voluntary groups.  Working in Hillingdon, Hammersmith and Fulham, Hounslow, Kingston, Merton, Richmond, Sutton and Wandsworth, the Foundation has established a range of charitable funds to meet the needs of its local communities. www.thamescommunityfoundation.org.uk
3. Grassroots Grants is a ground-breaking £130million fund managed by the Community Development Foundation and Funded by the Office of the Third Sector. As well as providing much-needed small grants for third sector organisations, the Grassroots Grants programme will also help local funders to build endowment funds.

The £130 million fund, which will run from 2008-2011 will be divided into two parts: an £80 million small grants fund for community organisations; and a groundbreaking £50 million endowments programme to enable local funders to generate additional donations on a matched basis and invest them in endowments, thereby building their capacity to provide long-term funding for frontline community organisations.






